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Research Investigation: Assessment Criteria

A. Research Skills (HL and SL)
- Does the student make accurate observations that are supported by research evidence?

- Does the student include a range of sources and attribute these sources properly?

	0
	The student has not reached level 1.



	1-2
	The student makes superficial, inaccurate and unclear observations. Any source material included is limited and has not been properly attributed.

	3-4
	The student makes generally superficial and/or derivative observations, which are often unclear. Source material has been included but it is predictable in

origin and has not always been properly attributed



	5-6
	The student makes generally perceptive and accurate observations. A range of source material has been included and, although somewhat predictable in

origin, has been properly attributed.



	7-8
	The student makes perceptive and accurate observations, which are consistently supported by research evidence. A varied range of source material has been included and has been properly attributed.


	9-10
	The student makes perceptive and accurate observations, which are competently supported by research evidence. Sources have been chosen inventively and have been properly attributed.


	Do
	✔

	Provide accurate information that would be helpful to a practitioner working on a particular play/piece from the unfamiliar theatre practice chosen.


	

	Ensure that this accurate information is supported by research evidence. All observations must be supported by research.

	

	Use a wide and diverse range of primary and secondary sources.


	

	Conduct an interview with a theatre artist or educator who has specialist knowledge in your area of research. 
Candidates that engage in this type of primary research often achieve high grades in this assessment.

	

	Cross-reference your sources when there is an opportunity. This demonstrates a more sophisticated understanding as it shows that you are able to make connections between the sources in your research.

	

	Make sure that all of your sources have been attributed properly. You must clearly show the origin of all observations, even if this means attributing every sentence.

 Previous candidates who cross-referenced and consistently attributed observations and visuals did well in this criterion.
 
	

	Be cautious when using You Tube clips as a basis for research, as often previous candidates have engaged in performance analysis that is not relevant to their own research investigation.

	

	Ensure that your research is investigating theatre. Previous candidates, particularly those focused on design, have examined the practice within an historical context. Avoid this; the Research Investigation (RI) is not a socio-historical study.  


	


	Don’t
	✔

	Do not detail your own creative interpretation of the marriage between your chosen play text and theatre practice. Remember you should have no directorial or design input.

	

	Do not use You Tube video clips without corroborating them with other sources.  

	

	Do not make broad/general statements about the theatre practices, without consistent support from your source material to justify your claims. 


	

	Do not state your own opinion!

	

	Do not use someone who just has a general interest in the theatre practice as a source. The person you interview needs to be a specialist.


	


B. Task Relevance (HL and SL)

- Does the student show initiative and perseverance in meeting the specific requirements of the research investigation?

- Does the student formulate a research question and respond to this with appropriate evidence?

	0
	The student has not reached level 1.



	1-2
	The student shows little or no initiative and perseverance in meeting the specific requirements of the research investigation. Little or no attempt has been made to formulate a research question.

	3-4
	The student shows limited initiative and perseverance in meeting the specific requirements of the research investigation. An attempt has been made to

formulate a research question but responses to the question are often unfounded and irrelevant.



	5-6
	The student shows some initiative and perseverance in meeting the specific requirements of the research investigation. A research question has been formulated and an attempt has been made to respond to this question with generally appropriate evidence.


	7-8
	The student shows initiative and perseverance in meeting the specific requirements of the research investigation. A research question has been clearly formulated and responded to with relevant evidence and appropriate discussion. 


	9-10
	The student shows consistent initiative and perseverance in meeting the specific requirements of the research investigation. A research question has been clearly formulated and responded to with relevant evidence and illuminating discussion.


	Do
	✔

	Formulate a clear question that details your chosen theatre practice, theatre element and play.

	

	Select a play from the practice.


	

	Focus on research into the theatre practice and how it is applied unchanged to the play/piece of theatre. 

Some previous candidates focused on how a piece of theatre can be adapted for a modern audience or for an audience unfamiliar with the practice. This is not the basis of the task and shows a lack of understanding of the requirements.


	

	Ensure that your RI has a narrow focus. This gives you the opportunity to answer with depth rather than breadth.
Previous candidates who focused on particular scenes or moments from a play/piece of theatre were most successful in this assessment.

	

	Answer the question! You will be penalized for irrelevant material.

	

	Redraft your question if necessary. As your knowledge increases you may feel the need to adapt your question. This is fine, but please seek advice from me first.

	

	Always refer to the play throughout your investigation. 
The most successful RIs are ones that consistently refer back to the play/piece of theatre, referring to the element they have chosen as it appears in the play/piece of theatre. 

	

	Structure your RI to help you answer the question.
There have been a substantial number of RIs that used the first half of the essay to provide research into the practice and the second half to apply this to the play/piece of theatre. Although, there is nothing wrong with this it is more difficult to fully apply the research and encourages candidates to provide general, rather than specific, research.   


	


	Don’t
	✔

	Do not focus on the treatment of particular themes within the play as this leads to text analysis rather than the focus being on the theatre practice.


	

	Do not digress! You will be penalised for irrelevant material.


	


C. Presentation (HL and SL)

- Does the student write the research investigation in an appropriate linguistic register and in a formal essay style?

- Has the visual and/or textual material been carefully selected and presented?

- Is the research investigation within the word-count requirement of the task?

	0
	 The student has not reached level 1.



	1-2
	The student has written the research investigation in a register that is inappropriate to the subject matter. The selection and presentation of visual and/or textual material is poor. The word-count requirement has not been met.



	3-4
	The student has written the research investigation in a register that is not always appropriate to the subject matter. The selection and presentation of visual and/or textual material is limited and mainly irrelevant. The word-count requirement has not been met.



	5-6
	The student has written the research investigation in a register that is generally appropriate to the formal essay style and subject matter. The visual and/or

textual material has been adequately selected and presented. The word-count requirement has been met. 



	7-8
	The student has written the research investigation in a register that is appropriate to the formal essay style and subject matter. The visual and/or textual material has been carefully selected and presented. The word-count requirement has been met.



	9-10
	The student has written the research investigation in a register that is fully appropriate to the formal essay style and subject matter. The visual and/or

textual material has been selected and presented in a way that fully complements the formal essay style. The word-count requirement has been met.


	Do
	✔

	Make sure that the linguistic register of your written work is formal in nature. 


	

	Write using a formal essay style. 

The RI should have an introduction (setting out the question and any considerations that need to be taken into account), a middle section where the question is explored and addressed. It should end with a conclusion that summarises the considerations and presents an answer to the question. 

The essay should be fluid and coherent. 

	

	Check that you have met the word-count. 
2,000–2,500 words at HL plus visual documentation and/or textual     references. 

 1,500–1,750 words at SL plus visual documentation and/or textual references.

	

	Remember that the word count excludes quotations. Previous candidates have counted them and have therefore been penalised for falling under the word-count.

	

	Ensure that plot summaries of plays are limited; otherwise they will be considered irrelevant material and you will be penalised.

	

	Include visual material, particularly if you are researching design.


	

	Use captions to support visual material.  

	

	Make sure that visual material is good quality and that it has been clearly reproduced.

	

	 Ensure that you paraphrase, rather than include long quotes, which impede the flow of the essay.

	


	Don’t
	✔

	Do not describe the plot of the play in too much detail.


	

	Do not reproduce an image in black and white if you discuss the use of colour.


	

	Do not use large chunks of quotes as they often impede the flow of the essay and provide unfocused information. You should paraphrase. 


	

	Do not go over the word count. 
 2,000–2,500 words at HL plus visual documentation and/or textual     references. 

 1,500–1,750 words at SL plus visual documentation and/or textual references.
	

	Do not use visual material as decoration. It must be used to support/evidence your investigation. 

	


D. Critique of Sources (HL only)

- Does the student critique the sources used?

- Does the student demonstrate how relevant these sources are to his or her dramaturgical research?

	0
	 The student has not reached level 1.



	1-2
	The student provides little or no critique of the sources used. There is little or no demonstration of how relevant these sources are to his or her

dramaturgical research.



	3-4
	The student provides a limited critique of the sources used. There is some demonstration of how relevant these sources are to his or her dramaturgical

research..



	5-6
	The student provides an adequate critique of the sources used. There is an adequate demonstration of how relevant these sources are to his or her

dramaturgical research.



	7-8
	The student provides a consistent critique of the sources used. There is a good demonstration of how relevant these sources are to his or her

dramaturgical research.



	9-10
	The student provides an incisive and convincing critique of the sources used. There is an incisive demonstration of how relevant these sources are to his

or her dramaturgical research.



	Do
	✔

	Make sure that all sources cited within the body of the essay are critiqued. 


	

	Ensure that your critique of sources include an objective description of the source, analyzing its reliability, general usefulness, the way its written, the way information is communicated etc… 

Previous candidates have often neglected this objective description and have just focused on the relevance and the use of the source in their own work.

It is important that you pay attention to the credibility, validity and reliability of the source itself as well as giving a subjective account of how useful the source material was in furthering your own investigation.


	

	Acknowledge source material which is biased, such as newspapers reviews/articles, blogs etc…

	


	Don’t
	✔

	Do not just focus on a subjective critique of how useful the source material was for furthering your investigation. Remember to also analyse the credibility, validity and reliability of the source itself


	

	Do not neglect or rush this part of the investigation. This criterion is worth a quarter (25%) of your final mark for this assessment.
	


